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GCE ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY (AS) AND ADVANCED (A) LEVEL SPECIFICATIONS 

SUBJECT CRITERIA FOR CLASSICAL SUBJECTS 

1. Introduction
1.1 AS and A level subject criteria set out the knowledge, understanding, skills and assessment objectives common to all AS and A level specifications in a given subject. They provide the framework within which the awarding body creates the detail of the specification. 

Subject criteria are intended to: 

· help ensure consistent and comparable standards in the same subject across the awarding bodies; 
· define the relationship between the AS and A level specifications, with the AS as a subset of the A level; 
· ensure that the rigour of A level is maintained; 
· help higher education institutions and employers know what has been studied and assessed. 
Any specification in classical subjects which contains significant elements of Classical Civilisation, Latin, Classical Greek or Ancient History must be consistent with the relevant parts of these subject criteria. 

2. Aims
2.1 AS and A level specifications in classical subjects should encourage students to: 

· develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, the classical world;

· acquire, through studying a range of appropriate sources, knowledge and understanding of selected aspects of classical civilisation; 
· develop awareness of the continuing influence of the classical world on later times and of the similarities and differences between the classical world and later times;
· develop and apply analytical and evaluative skills at an appropriate level;
· make an informed, personal response to the material studied.
All specifications in Latin and Classical Greek or specifications which contain significant elements of these subjects should in addition encourage students to:

· develop an appropriate level of competence in the language studied and a sensitive and analytical approach to language generally.

3. Specification Content 
3.1 AS and A level specifications in classical subjects should build on the knowledge, understanding and skills specified for GCSE in the relevant subjects but also accommodate the needs of students who may not have studied a classical subject at this level. 

Knowledge, Understanding and Skills
3.2 AS and A level specifications in Classical Civilisation should require candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the classical world in at least three of the following areas (including at least two at AS level): 

· architecture; 
· art; 
· archaeology; 
· history and politics; 
· literature; 

· philosophy, science and religion;
· society and values.
3.3 AS and A level specifications in Classical Civilisation should require candidates to: 

· study the specified areas through appropriate classical sources
;

· understand classical values and concepts including those which have been of fundamental importance for the subsequent development of European civilisation; 

· understand, interpret, analyse, evaluate and use a range of evidence from appropriate classical sources, and set the material selected in its context; 

· present relevant information in a clear, concise and logical manner using appropriate terminology. 

3.4 AS and A level specifications in Latin/Classical Greek should require candidates to:

· extend their knowledge of vocabulary and linguistic structures (see Appendix 1 and Appendix 2) and their study of literature and literary techniques beyond that specified for GCSE through reading and studying texts in the original language;

· demonstrate an understanding of the linguistic structures of material written by Latin/Classical Greek authors in the original language, the differences between inflected and uninflected languages and the different ways in which ideas are expressed in English or Welsh as compared with Latin/Classical Greek. This should include translation of unprepared material from the original language;

· understand and appreciate Latin/Classical Greek literature in the original language and have a critical awareness of its meaning, the authors' purposes and literary techniques, and the literary, social and historical context(s) as appropriate;

· present relevant information in a clear, concise and logical manner using appropriate terminology. 

3.5 AS and A level specifications in Ancient History should require candidates to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of significant events, issues, individuals, ideas and social and political movements of Greek and/or Roman history in at least three topics (including at least two studied at AS), for example:

· relations of Greek and non-Greek civilisations;

· Athenian democracy and society;

· the politics and culture of Periclean Athens;

· the Peloponnesian War and its causes;

· Alexander’s conquests;

· the politics and culture of late Republican Rome;

· the fall of the Roman republic;

· the Age of Augustus;

· 1st century AD Roman Empire;

· city of Rome under the Julio-Claudians;

· the expansion and maintenance of Rome’s Empire;

· social and political developments in the later Roman Empire;

· the invasions, conquest, occupation and development of Britain;

· development of Britain as a province of the Roman Empire.

3.7 AS and A level specifications in Ancient History should require candidates to:
· study the specified areas through relevant and appropriate literary, documentary and material evidence;

· demonstrate a sensitivity to past societies, showing an awareness of how classical values compare and contrast with those of the modern Western world; 

· understand the nature of historical evidence and the methods used by historians in analysis and evaluation;

· understand, interpret, analyse and evaluate historical evidence and events in their classical context; 

· present relevant information in a clear, concise and logical manner using appropriate terminology.

4. Key Skills  (this section to be revised)

4.1 AS and A level specifications in classical subjects should provide opportunities for developing and generating evidence for assessing the Key Skills listed below. Where appropriate, these opportunities should be directly cross-referenced, at specified level(s), to the criteria listed in Part B of the Key Skills Specifications. 

· Communication 
· Information Technology 
· Improving Own Learning and Performance 
· Working with Others 
· Problem Solving. 
5. Assessment Objectives
5.1 All candidates must be required to meet the following assessment objectives. The assessment objectives are to be weighted in all specifications as indicated.

	Assessment Objectives 
	Weighting 

	
	AS 
	A2 
	A level 

	AO1 
	Recall and deploy relevant knowledge and understanding of literary, cultural, material or historical sources or linguistic forms, in their appropriate contexts.
	45-55% 
	35–45% 
	40-50% 

	AO2a 
	Analyse, evaluate and respond to classical sources (literary, cultural, material, historical or linguistic), as appropriate.
	45–55% 
	55–65% 
	50-60% 

	AO2b 
	Select, organise and present relevant information and argument in a clear, logical, accurate and appropriate form. 
	
	
	


At A level candidates will have studied a wider range of material and should be able to answer broader and more complex questions and to demonstrate a higher level of critical awareness. 

The assessment objectives apply to the whole specification. 

6. Scheme of Assessment

There will be four assessment units, including two assessment units at AS level..

Internal Assessment
6.1 All A level specifications in classical subjects may have a maximum internal assessment weighting of 30% of which not more than 25% may be located in A2 units. 

Synoptic Assessment 
6.2 All A level specifications should include a minimum of 20% synoptic assessment. All synoptic assessment units should be externally assessed. This is to be clarified. Some internally assessed synoptic assessment may be allowed. Synoptic assessment should draw on assessment objectives 1 and 2. 

Synoptic assessment in classical subjects involves the drawing together of candidates’ knowledge and skills to demonstrate understanding of the links between central elements of study such as language, literature, civilisation or history in their classical contexts.
Examples of synoptic assessment in Classical Civilisation might include a study and evaluation of a Homeric epic poem or Roman town planning in their historical, religious, cultural and social contexts, or a comparative analysis of authors within or across  genres.

Examples of synoptic assessment in Latin and Classical Greek might include linguistic analysis, analytical study and/or literary appreciation of part of a Latin/Classical Greek text, such as a section of a book of Virgil's Aeneid or Homer's Iliad in its historical, religious, cultural and social context.

Examples of synoptic assessment in Ancient History might include an assessment of a significant historical figure, event or development from a range of perspectives (such as political, military, social, cultural, economic etc), for instance the role of Pericles in Athenian development, or Augustus in the development from Republic to Empire, or a comparative analysis of motivation in the invasion and conquest of Britain by successive Romans.

Key Skills Assessment  (section to be reviewed)
6.3 The Key Skill of Communication must contribute to the assessment of Classical Civilisation and Ancient History at A and AS level as stated in paragraph 13 of the Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced level qualification-specific criteria.
The requirement for all AS and A level specifications to assess candidates' quality of written communication will be met through assessment objective 2b.

7. Performance Descriptions 
7.1 The following performance descriptions indicate the level of attainment characteristic of A/B and E/U boundary candidates. 

7.2 AS Classical Civilisation Grade A/B boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. display for the most part a good range of relevant knowledge and understanding, including specific detail, where appropriate, providing evidence from the material prescribed for AS level;

b. show a good understanding of prescribed material in its contemporary context.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. offer informed comment on, and sound evaluation of, prescribed authors and other sources;

b. include some informed and relevant interpretation of the source material and, where appropriate, comment on conflicting views;

c. display a good understanding of concepts specific to the study of the classical world.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate a generally good command of specialist vocabulary required for AS level. Their writing is clear, accurate and well structured;

b. construct a coherent response which is for the most part focused on the demands of the AS questions.

7.3 AS Classical Civilisation Grade E/U boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. display some basic knowledge and understanding relevant to the question and make some appropriate reference to the material prescribed for AS level;

b. show some basic understanding of prescribed material in its contemporary context.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. produce some relevant evaluation which demonstrates a basic understanding of the AS source material;

b. make general comments on a limited range of source material and make occasionally accurate reference to views about the evidence;

c. display some understanding of concepts specific to the study of the classical world.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate adequate writing skills to express their ideas. Classical names and terms required at this level are recognisable.

7.4 A2 Classical Civilisation Grade A/B boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. display for the most part a good range of relevant knowledge and understanding, including specific detail, where appropriate, providing evidence from a variety of contexts for the material prescribed for A2;

b. show a clear understanding of prescribed material in its contemporary context.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. offer informed comment on, and sound evaluation of, prescribed authors and other sources;

b. are likely to include interpretation of the source material and, where appropriate, comment on conflicting views;

c. display a clear understanding of concepts specific to the study of the classical world.

Assessment Objective 2b
 Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate a generally good command of specialist vocabulary required for A level.  Their writing is clear, accurate and well structured;

b. construct a coherent response which is for the most part focused on the demands of the A2 questions.

7.5 A2 Classical Civilisation Grade E/U boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. display some basic knowledge and understanding relevant to the question and make some appropriate reference to the material prescribed for A2;

b. show some basic understanding of prescribed material in its contemporary context.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. produce some relevant evaluation which demonstrates a basic understanding of the range of source material for A2;

b. make some judgements on a limited range of source material and make some basic comparisons and connections;

c. display some understanding of concepts specific to the study of the classical world.

Assessment Objective 2b 

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate adequate writing skills to express their ideas. Classical names and terms required at this level are recognisable.

7.6 AS Latin/Classical Greek Grade A/B boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate for the most part a good knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary, grammar and syntax of Latin/Classical Greek and of their distinctive modes of expression;

b. demonstrate for the most part a good knowledge and understanding of the text prescribed for AS in Latin/Classical Greek.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate an analytical understanding of Latin/Classical Greek by translating, for the most part accurately, a passage of a difficulty appropriate to AS level;

b. are able to explain relevant details of the historical, literary and social contexts of the prescribed AS material;

c. are able to comment on literary techniques and, where appropriate, make a personal response to the text. They support their views by producing relevant evidence from the text.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a. express their ideas coherently. Their writing is clear, accurate and well structured.

7.7 AS Latin/Classical Greek Grade E/U boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate some basic knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary, grammar and syntax of Latin/Classical Greek and of their distinctive modes of expression;

b. demonstrate a basic knowledge of the text prescribed for AS in Latin/Classical Greek.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate a limited analytical understanding of Latin/Classical Greek by translating, with partial accuracy, a passage of a difficulty appropriate to AS level;

b. are able to offer a limited analysis of prescribed AS material in its historical, literary and social contexts;

c. show a basic awareness of the way the author presents his/her material and use some relevant evidence from the text.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate adequate writing skills to express their ideas.

7.8 A2 Latin/Classical Greek Grade A/B boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate for the most part a good knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary, grammar and syntax of Latin/Classical Greek and of their distinctive modes of expression;

b. demonstrate for the most part a good knowledge and understanding of the text prescribed for A2 in Latin/Classical Greek.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate an analytical understanding of Latin/Classical Greek by translating into/from Latin/Classical Greek, for the most part accurately, a passage of a difficulty appropriate to A2 level;

b. are able to analyse the prescribed texts effectively within their historical, literary and social contexts;

c. are able to offer informed comment on literary techniques and, where appropriate, make a personal response to the text. They support their views by producing relevant evidence from the text.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a. express their ideas coherently. Their writing is clear, accurate and well structured. They have a good command of the specialist vocabulary required for A level.

7.9 A2 Latin/Classical Greek Grade E/U boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate some basic knowledge and understanding of the vocabulary, grammar and syntax of Latin/Classical Greek and of their distinctive modes of expression;

b. demonstrate a basic knowledge of the text prescribed for A2 in Latin/Classical Greek.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate a limited analytical understanding of Latin/Classical Greek by translating into/from Latin/Classical Greek, with partial accuracy, a passage of a difficulty appropriate to A2 level;

b. are able to offer a limited analysis of the prescribed A2 material in its historical, literary and social contexts;

c. show a basic awareness of literary techniques and use some relevant evidence from the text.

Assessment Objective 2b 

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate adequate writing skills to express their ideas at this level.

7.10 AS Ancient History Grade A/B boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. recall, select and deploy relevant factual knowledge from a wide range of source material, including specific detail;

b. demonstrate a good understanding of relevant issues and terms. 

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. discuss some of the relevant issues, making balanced judgementswhere appropriate, based on relevant factual knowledge and use of evidence;

b. include some informed and relevant interpretation of the source material and some evaluation of the source(s) as evidence and, where appropriate, comment on conflicting views in and about the evidence;

c. demonstrate a good understanding of key concepts.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a.
communicate their knowledge concisely and effectively, with clear expression and use of terminology;

b.
construct a mainly well-structured answer

7.11 AS Ancient History Grade E/U boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. recall some basic factual knowledge which is mostly relevant and make some appropriate and accurate reference to source material;

b. demonstrate some understanding of relevant issues and terms.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. make few judgements, that are occasionally supported by relevant factual knowledge and use of evidence;

b. make general comments on a limited range of source material and make occasionally accurate reference to views in or about the evidence;

c. demonstrate some understanding of key concepts.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a.
demonstrate adequate writing skills to express their ideas. Classical names and historical terms required at this level are recognisable.

7.12 A2 Ancient History Grade A/B boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. recall, select and deploy relevant factual knowledge,information, ideas and attitudes extracted from a wide range of source material, including specific detail; 

b. demonstrate a clear understanding of relevant issues and terms.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. discuss some of the relevant issues,  making comparisons where appropriate and offering balanced judgements, based on relevant factual knowledge and use of evidence;

b. are likely to include interpretation of the source material and evaluation of the source(s) as evidence and, where appropriate, comment on conflicting views in and about the evidence;

c. demonstrate a good understanding of key concepts.

Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a.
communicate their knowledge concisely and effectively;

b.
construct a mainly well-structured and analytical answer

7.13 A2 Ancient History Grade E/U boundary

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates characteristically:

a. recall accurately some basic factual knowledge andmake some appropriate and accurate reference to source material;

b. demonstrate some understanding of relevant issues and terms.

Assessment Objective 2a

Candidates characteristically:

a. make some judgements that are supported by relevant factual knowledge and evidence;

b. occasionally evaluate a limited range of source material and make some basic comparisons and connections;

c. demonstrate some understanding of key concepts.
Assessment Objective 2b

Candidates characteristically:

a. demonstrate adequate writing skills to express their ideas. Classical names and historical terms required at this level are recognisable.
Appendix 1 – Latin

Using grammar and structure

AS and A level candidates will be expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of Latin during their course. In the examination they will be required to use actively and accurately grammar and structures appropriate to the tasks set, drawn from the following lists. In language assessments at AS level candidates will be expected to recognise syntactically uncomplicated uses of the linguistic content of the specification. However, help may be given, in the form of glossing or otherwise, for less commonly occurring forms of accidence, including marked * below, and for more complex or uncommon syntactical structures, at the discretion of the examiners.
Accidence:

· declension of all nouns and adjectives of all standard types, together with domus, Iuppiter and vis;

· formation of adverbs; 

· comparison of adjectives and adverbs; 

· pronouns and pronominal adjectives and related forms; 

· verbs of all standard types, together with deponent and semi-deponent verbs, and common irregular, impersonal and defective verbs, in all moods, voices and tenses (knowledge of the imperative in –to and –tote will not be required except in the case of memini and sum); 

· cardinal and ordinal numbers;

· the use of prepositions and common meanings of prepositional prefixes. 

Syntax:
· standard patterns of case usage; 

· negation; 

· direct statement, questions (including deliberative questions), commands, prohibitions, exhortations and wishes; 

· subordinate clauses and other constructions of the following types: 

· indirect statement, question, command and prohibition; 

· description (relative clauses, including common uses with the subjunctive); 

· purpose (including uses of the gerund/gerundive); 

· result (including the use of the comparative with quam ut *); 

· conditional; 

· causal; 

· temporal (definite and indefinite); 

· subordinate clauses within indirect speech; 

· fearing, prevention and precaution; 

· extended oratio obliqua; * 

· uses of the gerund and gerundive.

Appendix 2– Classical Greek

Using grammar and structure

AS and A level candidates will be expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of Classical Greek during their course. In the examination they will be required to use actively and accurately grammar and structures appropriate to the tasks set, drawn from the following lists. In language assessments at AS level candidates will be expected to recognise syntactically uncomplicated uses of the linguistic content of the specification. However, help may be given, in the form of glossing or otherwise, for less commonly occurring forms of accidence, including marked * below, and for more complex or uncommon syntactical structures, at the discretion of the examiners.
Accidence: (Note: knowledge of dual forms is not required)
· the definite article;

· declension of all nouns and adjectives of all standard types; 

· formation of adverbs;

· comparison of adjectives and adverbs; 

· pronouns and pronominal adjectives and related forms;

· verbs of all standard types, common irregular, impersonal and defective verbs, in all moods, voices and tenses;

· cardinal and ordinal numbers;

· the use of prepositions and common meanings of prepositional prefixes. 

Syntax:
· standard patterns of case usage; 

· negation, including compound negatives;

· direct statement, questions (including deliberative questions), commands, prohibitions, exhortations and wishes; 

· subordinate clauses and other constructions of the following types:

· indirect statement, question, command and prohibition; 

· description (relative clauses and participial constructions); 

· purpose; 

· result; 

· conditional; 

· causal; 

· temporal; 

· indefinite; 

· subordinate clauses within reported speech;* 

· fearing, prevention and precaution;

· concessive; 

· other uses of the infinitive: prolate; with the article; 

· other participial expressions: genitive and accusative absolute; 

· comparison;

· impersonal verbs;

· verbal nouns and adjectives.* 

Students will not be expected to write accents but should be able to distinguish words of identical spelling but with differing accentuation.
� including, where appropriate, texts in translation


� including, where appropriate, texts in translation
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