JACT Consultation on the GCE AS/A Level Subject Criteria

Classical subjects

Set out below are some questions which have already been published by QCA regarding the proposed subject criteria for A-level classical subjects. In addition, at the end of the document are further questions which the JACT Examinations Working Group have collated. If you have any further questions you would like to ask, or comments about specific aspects of the new criteria, please can you send them by post or Email to the following address:

JACT,

The Senate House,

Malet Street,

London WC1E 7HU

office@jact.org

The purpose of subject criteria is to give a guide to awarding bodies for the development of specifications. The specifications have to meet the criteria if they are to be accredited.

1.
Aims

Aims should be aspirational and indicate what the candidate will gain from studying the qualification. 

Are the aims appropriate for all the subjects covered by these subject criteria?           

Yes/No         If not, please explain why not.

2.
Content

The content in subject criteria represents the core material (skills, knowledge and understanding) that should be present in all specifications. Awarding bodies will introduce additional material to make the volume of material to be studied appropriate for an A level subject. The content for each subject has been reviewed to ensure that it meets current requirements. 

2a
Is the content up-to-date and relevant for these subjects? 

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

2b
Is it appropriately distributed between AS and A2?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

2c
Does it enable progression to further study in these subjects?                                

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

2d
Do you agree that in Section 3.2 it is not necessary to require candidates for Classical Civilisation to include topics relating to both Greeks and Romans? 

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

2e
Do you agree that in Section 3.4 it is not necessary to state the minimum number of lines from texts in Latin/Classical Greek? 

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

2f
Do you agree that in Section 3.5 it is not necessary to require candidates for Ancient History to include topics from both Greek and Roman history? 

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

2g
Do you think that Section 3 as a whole is sufficiently clear about what must be included in specifications while allowing reasonable flexibility? 

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

3.
Assessment Objectives

Assessment objectives should give a broad indication as to what is to be assessed by the qualification. They should include a range of competences, eg demonstration of knowledge and understanding, application of knowledge and understanding, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, practical skills. There should be no overlap between assessment objectives in respect of these competences.

3a
Do the assessment objectives indicate clearly what is to be assessed by the qualifications? Is each assessment objective discrete?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

3b
Are all of the competences essential to the study of these subjects at advanced level?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

3c
Have any competences been omitted?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

3d
Are the assessment objectives appropriate for all of the subjects covered by these subject criteria?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

4.
Relative Weightings of Assessment Objectives

There should be a clear progression from AS to A2. This may be reflected in the relative weightings of the assessment objectives with an increased weighting for the higher order skills at A2.

4a
Are the relative weightings of the assessment objectives appropriate at AS?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

4b
Are the relative weightings of the assessment objectives appropriate at A2?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

5.
Scheme of Assessment


As part of this review, the intention is to reduce the burden of assessment. It is also to improve the reliability of assessment by including internal assessment only where necessary.

5a
Is the number of units appropriate for these subjects?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

5b
In these subjects do you think that internal assessment (coursework):

(i) should not be part of the scheme of assessment?

OR 

(ii)
should be optional within the scheme of assessment

Please tick your choice and give your reason(s).

5c
Are the assessment arrangements (internal and external assessment) appropriate for these subjects?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

5d
Is the description of synoptic assessment appropriate for these subjects?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

6. 
Other

The new subject criteria have been designed to cover all classical subjects, as is the case at GCSE. 

6a
Do you think that the subject criteria cover all the classical subjects successfully?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

Appendices 1 and 2 set out the grammar and structures of Latin and Classical Greek that candidates for these languages will be expected to have studied and to draw on when responding to tasks set.

6b
Is the purpose of these Appendices clear?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

6c
Do you think that these lists should form part of the subject criteria?

Yes/No        If not, please explain why not.

Additional questions from JACT members:

1. Why is “Classics” as a discrete A-level not mentioned specifically in 1.1?

2. In Section 3.4, why is there no explicit mention of the study of Latin “in translation” as well as “in the original language”?

Additional further comments (for those who wish to Email an annotated copy of this document back to JACT as an attachment): 

