JACT and OCR

The next meeting in the continuing dialogue between JACT and OCR is scheduled for February 2008.

The JACT Examinations Committee has identified the following areas for further discussion and would welcome members’ views and ideas to take to that meeting.  Please email any thoughts, comments, ideas etc to: office@jact.org and copy (cc) to Katharine Radice, who is JACT’s liaison representative (katharine.radice@westminster.org.uk ).
1
New A Levels

The inability to co-teach AS and A2, particularly for set texts in Latin/Greek – but also perhaps for Ancient History and Classical Civilisation: how significant a factor is this for you?  Can you see a way around the problem (bearing in mind that the specifications have been approved by QCA and are in the public domain)?

2
New GCSEs

(a)
Ancient History

OCR is investigating the possibility of introducing an Ancient History GCSE.  Would you be interested in this and, if so, what topics/areas would you suggest in order to avoid too much overlap with A Level?  Would some material on Egypt, Minoans/Mycenaeans and/or the Etruscans be of interest?
(b)
Short Courses (ie GCSE standard but half the content)

Some demand is anticipated from independent learners.  Can you see a place for this course within schools/colleges?  Is there a danger that Heads will see these as sufficient for all your students?  Or might they be valuable in attracting additional students to take a Classical subject?
(c)
Foundation Tier in Latin

OCR is aware of the need to introduce greater differentiation between the tiers, especially in the assessment of literature, in order to provide a more accessible experience even for grade E/F/G candidates.  Can you suggest any methods for achieving this?
(d)
Controlled Assessment in Classical Civilisation
This ‘replacement’ for Coursework will not be available for Latin or Classical Greek but will for Classical Civilisation (and Ancient History?). Have you any suggestions for the ideal format?

3
Other Issues

Are there any other areas of OCR’s Classical provision on which you would like JACT to comment on your behalf?
